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22ND MARCH 2020

41H SUNDAY OF LENT (A)

DivINE OFFICE: WEEK 4/PROPER

Our Faith on Sunda

GOSPEL REFLECTION

LITURGY

4th Sunday of Lent (A)

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Cf. Is 66: 10-11
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.
Be joyful, all who were in mourning;
exult and be satisfied at her consoling
breast.

FIRST READING:
I Samuel 16:1.6-7.10-13
David is anointed king of Israel.

PSALM: Psi22. Rl

R) The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.

The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing I shall want.

Fresh and green are the pastures

where he gives me repose.

Near restful waters he leads me,

to revive my drooping spirit. (R)

He guides me along the right path;

he is true to his name.

If I should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would I fear.

You are there with your crook and your staff;
with these you give me comfort. (R)

You have prepared a banquet for me

in the sight o}f)my foes.

My heag you have anointed with oil;

my cup is overflowing. (R)

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell

for ever and ever. (R)

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on
you.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Glory to you, O Christ,

ou are the Word of God!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
anyone who follows me will have the light

of life.
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word
ofréod!

GOSPEL: John 9:1-41
He went Zﬁ and washed himself, and came
away with his sight restored,

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
CF.Jn9: 11,58
The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I

washed,
I saw and I believed in God.

VOCATION
PRAYER FOR MARRIAGE:

Lord God you call many of us
to be husbands and wives, parents,
and children, in youth and old age,

in sickness and in health.

You call us to love and holiness.
Help us be a living image of you,
and bring life to the world.
Amen.

Jn 8:12

There are many moments in the life of
Jesus that he heals the blind, the deaf and
the mute. There can be no doubt that
Jesus did actually work such miracles,
such was his compassion for those who
were suffering. But more than the
physical healing, Jesus wants to remave
our spiritual blindness, deafness or
muteness. In last Sunday’s Gospel we saw
how Jesus felt free to tell the Samaritan
woman so many deep and spiritual things
because of her openness and despite her
“sins”. If we want to be healed, whether
spiritually of physically, we must have the
openness to God that the blind man in
today’s Gospel had. It is very significant
that Jesus doesn’t require people to be
perfect, that is without sin, before he can
perform a miracle. It is enough that we

ask him to heal us. Having healed us he

will ask us not to sin again, but being
without sin is not a condition for healing,
And just as well, for if we had to be
without sin, none of would qualify for
Jesus” healing grace.

EVANGELII GAUDIUM
(JOY OF THE GOSPEL)

THE SocIAL DIMENSION OF
EVANGELIZATION

UNITY PREVAILS OVER CONFLICT

229. This principle, drawn from the
Gospel, reminds us that Christ has made
all things one in himself: heaven and earth,
God and man, time and eternity, flesh and
spirit, person and society. The sign of this
unity and reconciliation of all things in
him is peace. Christ “is our peace” (Eph
2:14). The Gospel message always begins
with a greeting of peace, and peace at all
times crowns and confirms the relations
between the disciples. Peace is possible
because the Lord has overcome the world
and its constant conflict “by making peace
through the blood of his cross” (Col 1:20).
But if we look more closely at these biblical
texts, we find that the locus of this
reconciliation of differences is within
ourselves, in our own lives, ever threatened
as they are by fragmentation and
breakdown.183 If hearts are shattered in
thousands of pieces, it is not easy to create
authentic peace in society.

183 Cf. 1. Quiles. S.J.. Filosotia de la educacion personalista,
Buenos Aires, 1981, 46-53.

( The Sacrament of the Present Moment* })
LOVING GOD FOR GODSELF

If help is given unknowingly, will there
not be a greater gratitude when all is
made clear?

With God, the more we seem to lose the
more we gain. The more God takes
away from us the more God gives on the
spiritual level.

A heart that is pure sees everything from
the right angle — God’s angle. A real
musician is so in tune with the music
that, even without thinking about
structure and  composition, the
musician’s melodies have a touch of

perfection about them. When we are
experienced in holiness we are like a
good musician, everything that is done
is done in tune with God and God’s will
as if it were second nature.

Thinking much gives way to loving
much, a love that is natural and
unforced. In fact, we do not even realize
that God is making music in our lives.
We feel barren and hard, going on in
faith alone. And yet, as we are attuned to
God’s will, the music plays on in the
silence.

*Jean Pierre de Caussade’s Self-Abandonment to Divine Providence for everyone by Elizabeth Ruth Obbard
and published by New City ISBN: 978-1-905039-11-1
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