Parish Priest

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday 8" December 2024

Holy Mass Intention
Saturday for Sunday
5:30pm Vigil Mass Alice Simon &
Santhamma Abraham RIP
SUNDAY

9:00am Holy Mass Ray Hughes &

Brian Gisborne RIP Anniv
11:00am Solemn Mass Hogan Family RIP
Weekday Masses
Monday 9t THE SOLEMNITY OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

9:30am Holy Mass Eileen Gilbert RIP

Tuesday 10* Our Lady of Loreto
6:00pm Holy Mass Bridget Fitzpatrick

Wednesday 11" Saint Damasus
9:30am Holy Mass Nora Gallagher RIP
10:30am —12noon
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saint Thomas More School
2:00pm Saint Thomas More School Nativity Play
In Church

Thursday 12" Our Lady of Guadalupe
5:00pm Eucharistic Adoration
6:00pm Holy Mass Martin Cafferty RIP

Friday 13* Saint Lucy

9:30am Holy Mass

10:00am —11:00am
Eucharistic Adoration

Saturday 14t Saint John of the Cross
7:00am Rorate Caeli Mass

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Saturday for Sunday
5:30pm Vigil Mass Jimmy Gaffney RIP
SUNDAY 15t
9:00am Holy Mass
11:00am Solemn Mass

Lawlor Family Ints
Cath & Thomas Larkin RIP

The Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday NO Morning Confessions 4:45pm —5:15pm

Rosary Monday — Friday before the morning Mass
Saturday after the morning Mass

Divine Mercy - After the morning Mass on Fridays

stthomasmore.bham@rcaob.org.uk

Fr Christopher Miller

Anne, Bill & Frank Rafferty RIP
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Parish Administrator - Maxine Winspear
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Safeguarding - Sue Nightingale
sg.stthomasmore.bham@rcaob.org.uk

The Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: registered charity no. 234216

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Outstanding among the saints is Mary,
Mother of the Lord and mirror of all holiness.
In the Gospel of Luke we find her engaged in
a service of charity to her cousin Elizabeth,
with whom she remained for "about three
months"

"Magnificat anima mea Dominum," she says
on the occasion of that visit, My soul
magnifies the Lord". In these words she
expresses her whole program of life: not
setting herself at the centre, but leaving space
for God, who is encountered both in prayer
and in service of neighbour — only then does
goodness enter the world. Mary's greatness
consists in the fact that she wants to magnify
God, not herself.

RORATE CAELI MASS — THIS SATURDAY AT 7:00am
“Rorate, caeli, desuper, et nubes pluant justum, aperiatur terra, et germinet
Salvatorem.”
“Drop down dew, ye heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain the just:
let the earth be opened and bud forth a Saviour.”

The Rorate Mass is lit only by candlelight. Because it is a votive Mass in Mary’s
honour, white vestments are worn instead of Advent violet. In the dimly lit
setting, priests and faithful prepare to honour the Light of the world, Who is
soon to be born, and offer praise to God for the gift of Our Lady. As the Mass
proceeds and sunrise approaches, the church becomes progressively brighter,
illumined by the sun as our Faith is illumined by Christ.

The readings and prayers of the Mass foretell the prophecy of the Virgin who
would bear a Son called Emmanuel, and call on all to raise the gates of their
hearts and their societies to let Christ the King enter; asking for the grace to
receive eternal life by the merits of the Incarnation and saving Resurrection of
Our Lord.

ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICE — THURSDAY 19 6:30pm

In the season of Advent, we prepare our hearts and minds as we await the
coming of the Messiah. It is a time when we renew our desire for His return in
the second coming, and prepare to celebrate the memorial of His birth at
Christmas.

During Advent, the Church invites us to pray, reflect and receive the
sacraments to properly prepare our minds and hearts for the joyous
celebration of Christmas. In the penitential aspect of this season of
preparation, we are called to repent and convert so as to make room for Christ.



POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR DECEMBER

For pilgrims of hope

We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our faith,
helping us to recognize the Risen Christ in our daily lives,
and that it may transform us into pilgrims of Christian
hope.

Recently Deceased — May they rest in peace
Kevin Fitzpatrick, Martin Cafferty, Sylvia Curran
Seamus McGlinchey
Reception Monday 16" December 5:00pm
Requiem Tuesday 17t December 12:30pm

THE SANCTUARY LAMPS This week are sponsored for
the intentions of Michael.

Please use envelopes provided for Mass Intentions and
Sanctuary Lamp sponsorship.

WEEKLY GIVING TO THE CHURCH
01.12.24 - Gift Aid: £206.40. Non-Gift Aid: £444.46
Total: £650.86

SECOND COLLECTIONS
This Weekend — Poor Parishes
Next Weekend — Christmas Decorations for the Church

PIETY SHOP

There is a large collection of Christmas Cards, Calendars,
Diaries and Gifts available. Please come and have a
browse. We are open before and after all weekend
Masses, 5:30pm Saturday, 9:00am & 11:00am Sunday.
The Piety Shop helps to support the work of our parish so
everything you purchase helps.

Anyone wishing to order a Sunday Missal can place an
order at the piety stall.

SAFEGUARDING

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory
Safeguarding Guidance and the National and
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our
Parish Safeguarding Representative is Sue Nightingale.
She can be contacted at:
sg.stthomasmore.bham@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively
the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on
0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have
any concern.

Office Hours; The Parish Office is open between 10:30am
and 2:30pm Mon, Tue & Wed. Any requests for Baptism
Appointments, certificates, parish centre enquiries etc;
should be made during these times. Tel. 0121 743 2367 or
Email: stthomasmore.bham@rcaob.org.uk

PARISH DIARY
DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS
Saturday 14t
Thursday 19t

Rorate Caeli Mass 7:00am

Advent Penitential Service 6:30pm

TUESDAY 24t Christmas Eve
3:30pm
8:00pm

Vigil Mass
Solemn Mass of Christmas Night

WEDNESDAY 25t Christmas Day
9:00am
11:00am

Dawn Mass
Solemn Mass

New Years Eve
Tuesday 31t 5:00pm Eucharistic Adoration

6:00pm Holy Mass

JANUARY 2025
New Years Day
Wednesday 1t The Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God
10:00am Eucharistic Adoration

11:00am Holy Mass

FEBRUARY

SUNDAY 2nd The Presentation of the Lord in the Temple
Candlemas

9:00am & 11:00am Holy Mass

EXRA ORDINARY MINISTER OF HOLY COMMUNION AND READERS
Please sign the rota for the Christmas Masses. Thank you.

STEWARDS FOR THE CHRISTMAS MASSES

We need help with all the Christmas Masses to make sure all runs very
smoothly. Please can you sign the list in the Sacristy or in the Porch so we
know everything is in place. This Ministry of welcome is so important. Also it
will be especially important to make sure Holy Communion is organised and
therefore the Blessed Sacrament is guarded and protected at all times.
Thank you in anticipation.

MARY’S MEALS

Together our parish has raised an amazing £2,009.31 for Mary’s Meals in
2024. £595.31 change for change boxes over the year. £543.20 from
wreath making workshop which will be doubled to £1086.40. £109 church
stall doubled. £55 donations also doubled. | would like to thank everyone
including for all the support and generosity shown to this wonderful charity
that | am blessed to be an ambassador for.

Sue Nightingale

PO0RPIVOLIVOLO

ST. THOMAS MORE’S PARISH TOTE - JACKPOT £250
Result for 4" December 2024 - Winning Numbers 13-09-02-17
Next Draw Wednesday 11t" December after Mass
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