Parish Priest

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday 1%t December 2024

Holy Mass Intention

Saturday for Sunday

5:30pm Vigil Mass Andrew & Mary Smyth RIP
SUNDAY

9:00am Holy Mass
11:00am Solemn Mass

Mary & Jimmy Early RIP
Diane Cafferty Ints

Weekday Masses
Monday 2™
- NO Mass

Tuesday 3™ Saint Francis Xavier
6:00pm Holy Mass Anne Blessan

Wednesday 4t Saint John Damascene
9:30am Holy Mass Michael Creagan RIP

Thursday 5% Saint Birinus
10:00am Holy Mass at Saint Andrew’s School

5:00pm Eucharistic Adoration
Prayers for Vocations to the Sacred
Priesthood
6:00pm Holy Mass Ralph Yesmons RIP

Moss Yesmons

Friday 6t Saint Nicolas

9:30am Holy Mass

10:00am —11:00am
Eucharistic Adoration

Sarah Smith Int

Saturday 7" Saint Ambrose

10:00am Holy Mass John Enwright RIP

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Saturday for Sunday
5:30pm Vigil Mass Alice Simon &

Santhamma Abraham RIP

SUNDAY 8th

9:00am Holy Mass Ray Hughes &

Brian Gisborne RIP Anniv

11:00am Solemn Mass Hogan Family RIP

The Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday 10:30am — 11:00am & 4:45pm —5:15pm

Rosary Monday — Friday before the morning Mass
Saturday after the morning Mass

Divine Mercy - After the morning Mass on Fridays

Fr Christopher Miller

SAINT THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH SHELDON
130 Horse Shoes Lane, Sheldon, B26 3HU .

stthomasmore.bham@rcaob.org.uk

Telephone 0121 743 2367

Parish Administrator - Maxine Winspear
stthomasmore.bham@rcaob.org.uk

Safeguarding - Sue Nightingale
sg.stthomasmore.bham@rcaob.org.uk

The Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: registered charity no. 234216

ADVENT - POPE FRANCIS

Reflecting on the Gospel reading for this First Sunday of Advent, which speaks
to us about the Lord’s coming at the end of time, Pope Francis says we are
invited to be hopeful as the Lord comes to save us and "we await Him with
joy", even in the midst of life's trials and tribulations. The Lord invites us to
“stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is at hand”.

Be vigilant at all times and pray

At the same time, the Pope recognized the challenge of remaining focused on
our redemption when day-to-day challenges and suffering can overwhelm us.
He recalled the words of Jesus that we must not fall asleep and "be vigilant at
all times and pray". This vigilance is a key aspect of Christian life, he noted, and
it requires that we remain alert and avoid distraction from what is really
important in life. Vigilance means keeping our hearts on guard from becoming
lazy or "sleepy Christians" lacking spiritual dynamism and intensity in prayer.
We can fall into apathy, he warned, and become indifferent to all except what
is comfortable for us.

"The secret to being vigilant is prayer," the Pope stressed, saying that prayer
always keeps the lamp of our heart lit, bringing us back to God, reawakening
the soul from slumber and focusing it "on what matters, on the purpose of
existence". We must never neglect prayer, he underscored, and to avoid that
we can consider prayer of the heart, repeating brief invocations. The Pope
suggested that during Advent we make a habit of saying "Come, Lord Jesus"

through the day.

SAINT AMBROSE OF MILAN

Ambrose also always recognized the
primacy of the bishop of Rome by
asserting, Ubi Petrus, ibi Ecclesia - “Where
Peter is, there is the Church.” Love for
Christ, for the Church, for Mary emerges
from the copious literary and theological
production that has given him, together
with Saints Jerome, Augustine, and
Gregory the Great, the title of Great
Doctor of the Church of the West. Builder
of basilicas, composer of hymns that
revolutionized prayer, tireless in the
prayer, Ambrose died on Holy Saturday of
397. A great crowd gathered to pay him
homage on Easter Sunday.



https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2021/documents/papa-francesco_angelus_20211128.html

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR DECEMBER

For pilgrims of hope

We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our faith,
helping us to recognize the Risen Christ in our daily lives,
and that it may transform us into pilgrims of Christian
hope.

Recently Deceased — May they rest in peace
Kevin Fitzpatrick, Martin Cafferty
Sylvia Curran
Reception at Holy Family Church
Tuesday 3™ December 6:00pm
Requiem Wednesday 4t 11:00am
Charles McGlinchey
Reception Monday 16" December 5:00pm
Requiem Tuesday 17t December 12:30pm

THE SANCTUARY LAMPS This week are sponsored in
memory of Tommy Egan.

Please use envelopes provided for Mass Intentions and
Sanctuary Lamp sponsorship. Please can you print
names Clearly.

WEEKLY GIVING TO THE CHURCH
24.11.24 - Gift Aid: £168.00. Non-Gift Aid: £263.86
Total: £431.86

SECOND COLLECTIONS
Catholic Youth Service — £193.98
Next Weekend — Poor Parishes

PIETY SHOP

There is a large collection of Christmas Cards, Calendars,
Diaries and Gifts available. Please come and have a
browse. We are open before and after all weekend
Masses, 5:30pm Saturday, 9:00am & 11:00am Sunday.
The Piety Shop helps to support the work of our parish so
everything you purchase helps.

Anyone wishing to order a Sunday Missal can place an

SAFEGUARDING

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory
Safeguarding Guidance and the National and
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our
Parish Safeguarding Representative is Sue Nightingale.
She can be contacted at:
sg.stthomasmore.bham@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively
the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on
0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have
any concern.

PARISH DIARY
DECEMBER
Thursday 5% Eucharistic Adoration 5:00pm — 6:00pm
Prayers for Vocations to the Sacred Priesthood
Advent Penitential Service 6:30pm

Rorate Caeli Mass 7:00am

Thursday 12t
Saturday 14t

CHRISTMAS
TUESDAY 24t Christmas Eve
3:30pm Vigil Mass
8:00pm Solemn Mass of Christmas Night

WEDNESDAY 25t Christmas Day
9:00am
11:00am

Dawn Mass
Solemn Mass

A TIME OF RENEWAL AND COMMITMENT
The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had

ordered them. When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted. Then
Jesus approached and said to them, "All power in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am
with you always, until the end of the age."

The Catholic Church is able to carry out its good works in large part due to
the generosity of her people. Catholics financially support their Church
primarily through the Sunday offertory collection. As the new Church Year
begins next Sunday please carefully consider how well you support this by
your giving to Saint Thomas More in order that this Church community can
bring the Gospel of Salvation to this place. Thank you to all those who
already do so much to help.

With the holy children of Fatima we pray: “O Most Blessed Trinity, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, | adore thee profoundly. | offer Thee the most Precious
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of thy dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus
Christ, present in all the tabernacles of the world.”

Our Blessed Lord Jesus will only be in the tabernacle of this Church if we
support our Church.

Hello, my name is Tara Goulding and | am your new Missio
Representative for the parish. Please return your Missio
boxes as soon as possible. They will be redistributed
shortly. Thank you for your continued support. If you wish
to join the scheme, have any queries or would like to set
up a Direct Debit please see me. Thank You.

POOIVOOIVOOO

ST. THOMAS MORE’S PARISH TOTE - JACKPOT £250
Result for 27t November 2024 - Winning Numbers 20-16-21-09
Next Draw Wednesday 4" December after Mass


mailto:safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

