
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAINT THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH SHELDON 
130 Horse Shoes Lane, Sheldon, B26 3HU       ▪      Telephone 0121 743 2367 
 

 

Parish Priest 
Fr Christopher Miller 

 

The Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: registered charity no. 234216 

 
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Sunday 15th December 2024 

 
Holy Mass  Intention 
 
Saturday for Sunday 
5:30pm Vigil Mass Jimmy Gaffney RIP 
SUNDAY    
9:00am Holy Mass Lawlor Family Ints 
11:00am Solemn Mass Cath & Thomas Larkin RIP 
 
Weekday Masses 
Monday 16th  
9:30am Holy Mass Madaline Smith 
5:00pm Reception  Seamus McGlinchey 

 
Tuesday 17th  O Sapientia  
12:30pm Requiem Mass Seamus McGlinchey 

 
Wednesday 18th  O Adonai 
9:30am  Holy Mass  Raphael Lee RIP 
 Saint Thomas More School End of Term Mass 
6:00pm Advent Carol Service 
   
Thursday 19th O Radix Iesse   
10:00am Holy Mass at Saint Andrew’s  
5:00pm Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00pm Holy Mass Martin McTienan RIP 
6:30pm Advent Penitential Service 
 
Friday 20th  O Clavis David 
9:30am Holy Mass Hugh Prunty RIP Anniv 
10:00am – 11:00am 
 Eucharistic Adoration 
 
Saturday 21st O Oriens 
10:00am Holy Mass Pro Populo  
 

 THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Saturday for Sunday 
5:30pm Vigil Mass The Cassidy Family 
 
SUNDAY 22nd  O Rex Gentium 
9:00am Holy Mass Maureen Roach Ints 
11:00am Solemn Mass  Thanksgiving Mass for the 

people who donated money 
to Maureen Deakin for 
Ukraine and Gaza. 

     
The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 10:30am – 11:00am & 4:45pm – 5:15pm 
Rosary  Monday – Friday before the morning Mass 
 Saturday after the morning Mass 
Divine Mercy - After the morning Mass on Fridays 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE ‘O’ ANTIPHONS
If asked to name an Advent hymn, most people would reply, "O Come, O Come 

Emmanuel." In fact, that may be the only Advent hymn they know by name, 

and small wonder: It is the most popular of all Advent hymns, and most 

parishes start singing it on the First Sunday in Advent. 

But do you know where the hymn comes from? 

Its origins go back almost 1,500 years, to medieval Europe, where an unknown 

author wrote seven antiphons—short lines to be sung before and after the 

Magnificat. Those seven antiphons all begin with the "O," and thus became 

known as "The O Antiphons." They begin this Tuesday with the first of them, O 

Sapientia. O Wisdom, Who didst come out of the mouth of the Most High, 

reaching from end to end and ordering all things mightily and sweetly: come 

and teach us the way of prudence. You will hear them at the Gospel Alleluia at 

Holy Mass. 

THE JUBILEE YEAR 2025  
In Spes non confundit, Pope Francis announces that the Jubilee Year will begin 

with the opening of the Holy Door of St Peter’s Basilica on Christmas Eve, 2024. 

Later, on 29 December, the Pope will open the Holy Door of the Archbasilica 

of St John Lateran, the Cathedral of Rome. On the same day, every Cathedral 

and co-Cathedral throughout the world will have Mass celebrated by the local 

Bishop to mark the opening of the Jubilee. 

On the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God, 1 January 2025, Pope Francis 

will open the Holy Door for the Basilica of St Mary Major, with the Holy Door 

for the Basilica of St Paul’s Outside the Walls being opened on Sunday, 5 

January, the Vigil of Epiphany. 

“In the course of the year,” Pope Francis writes, “every effort should be made 

to enable the People of God to participate fully in its proclamation of hope in 

God’s grace and in the signs that attest to their efficacy.” 

The Jubilee will end in the particular Churches throughout the world on 28 

December 2025, with the Holy Doors of St John Lateran, St Mary Major, and St 

Paul’s Outside the Walls being closed on that same date. 

And finally, the Jubilee Year will draw to a close in Rome on the Solemnity of 

Epiphany, 6 January 2026. 

 

The 2025 Jubilee Year begins on Christmas Eve 2024 and 
concludes on 6 January 2026. 

 
“Pilgrimage is of course a fundamental element of every Jubilee event. 
Setting out on a journey is traditionally associated with our human quest for 
meaning in life.” 

Pope Francis 
 
 

stthomasmore.bham@rcaob.org.uk 

 
 

Parish Administrator - Maxine Winspear 
stthomasmore.bham@rcaob.org.uk 
 
Safeguarding - Sue Nightingale 
sg.stthomasmore.bham@rcaob.org.uk 

 

https://www.learnreligions.com/season-of-advent-catholic-church-542458


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING 
The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory 
Safeguarding Guidance and the National and 
Archdioceses policies & procedures at all times. Our 
Parish Safeguarding Representative is Sue Nightingale. 
She can be contacted at: 
sg.stthomasmore.bham@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively 
the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 
0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have 
any concern. 
 
Office Hours; The Parish Office is open between 10:30am 
and 2:30pm Mon, Tue & Wed. Any requests for Baptism 
Appointments, certificates, parish centre enquiries etc; 
should be made during these times. Tel. 0121 743 2367 or 
Email: stthomasmore.bham@rcaob.org.uk  

 

 
 

 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR DECEMBER 

For pilgrims of hope 
We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our faith, 
helping us to recognize the Risen Christ in our daily lives, 
and that it may transform us into pilgrims of Christian 
hope. 
 

Recently Deceased – May they rest in peace 

Kevin Fitzpatrick, Martin Cafferty, Sylvia Curran  

Seamus McGlinchey 

Reception Monday 16th December 5:00pm 

 Requiem Tuesday 17th December 12:30pm 

 

THE SANCTUARY LAMPS This week are sponsored for 

the intentions of  

 

Please use envelopes provided for Mass Intentions and 

Sanctuary Lamp sponsorship.  

 

WEEKLY GIVING TO THE CHURCH 

08.12.24 - Gift Aid: £172.96. Non-Gift Aid: £332.28 
Total: £505.24. 
 
SECOND COLLECTIONS  
Poor Parishes - £270.80 
This Weekend – Christmas Decorations for the Church 
 
 
PIETY SHOP 
There is a large collection of Christmas Cards, Calendars, 
Diaries and Gifts available. Please come and have a 
browse. We are open before and after all weekend 
Masses, 5:30pm Saturday, 9:00am & 11:00am Sunday. 
The Piety Shop helps to support the work of our parish so 
everything you purchase helps. 
Anyone wishing to order a Sunday Missal can place an 

order at the piety stall.  

 

 

PARISH DIARY 

DECEMBER 

Wednesday 18th  Advent Carol Service 6:00pm 

Thursday 19th  Advent Penitential Service 6:30pm  

 

CHRISTMAS 

TUESDAY 24th Christmas Eve 

3:30pm  Vigil Mass  

8:00pm  Solemn Mass of Christmas Night

   

WEDNESDAY 25th  Christmas Day 

9:00am  Dawn Mass    

11:00am Solemn Mass 

 

New Years Eve 
Tuesday 31st  5:00pm Eucharistic Adoration 

6:00pm Holy Mass 
   
JANUARY 2025 

New Years Day    
Wednesday 1st  The Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God  

10:00am Eucharistic Adoration  

11:00am Holy Mass 

FEBRUARY 

SUNDAY 2nd  The Presentation of the Lord in the Temple  

  Candlemas  

  9:00am & 11:00am Holy Mass 

    
____________________ 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING FOR PRIESTS 

Christmas Offering Envelopes are available at the back of church. Do please 
use them – especially if you are away at Christmas and wish to make a 
donation towards the support of your priests. 
 

EXRA ORDINARY MINISTER OF HOLY COMMUNION AND READERS 
Please sign the rota for the Christmas Masses. Thank you. 
 
STEWARDS FOR THE CHRISTMAS MASSES 
We need help with all the Christmas Masses to make sure all runs very 
smoothly. Please can you sign the list in the Sacristy or in the Porch so we 
know everything is in place. This Ministry of welcome is so important. Also it 
will be especially important to make sure Holy Communion is organised and 
therefore the Blessed Sacrament is guarded and protected at all times. 
Thank you in anticipation. 
 
 

 

POINSETTIA 
If anyone wishes to donate a Poinsettia to decorate  
the Sanctuary please bring in on the weekend of  
21st / 22nd December – or during this week 

 

ST. THOMAS MORE’S PARISH TOTE -  JACKPOT £250 
Result for 11th December 2024  - Winning Numbers 04-11-07-09 

Next Draw Wednesday 18th December after Mass 

 

mailto:safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk
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