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Our Faith on Sunday

LITURGY GOSPEL REFLECTION

5th Sunday of Lent (A)
of a loved one, we need to remind

STH SUNDAY OF LENT (A)

ourselves of the compassion that Jesus has
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf. Ps 42: 1-2
Give me justice, O God,

and plead my cause against a nation

for us. If we ask him to help us in our
distress we can be sure that he is right

that is faithless.
From the deceitful and cunning rescue me,
for you, O God, are my strength.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:12-14
I shall put my spirit in you, and you will
live

PSALM: Ps 129.R.v7
R) With the Lord there is mercy
and fullness of redemption.

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord,
Lord, hear my voice!

O let your ears be attentive

to the voice of my pleading. (R)

If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,
Lord, who would survive?

But with you is found forgiveness:

for this we revere you. (R)

My soul is waiting for the Lord,

I count on his word.

My soul is longing for the Lord

more than watchman for daybreak.
(Let the watchman count on daybreak
and Israel on the Lord.) (R)

Because with the Lord there is mercy
and fullness of redemption,
Israel indeed he will redeem

from all its iniquity. (R)

SECOND REFADING: Romans 8:8-11
The Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead

is living in you.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Jn 11:25.26
Glory and praise to you, O Christ!

Iam the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;
who ever believes in me will never die.
Glory and praise to you, O Christ!

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45

I am the resurrection and the life.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Cf. Jn 11: 26
Everyone who lives and believes in me

will not die for ever, says the Lord.

VOCATION

PRAYER FOR MARRIAGE:

Lord God you call many of us
to be husbands and wives, parents,
and children, in youth and old age,

in sickness and in health.

You call us to love and holiness.
Help us be a living image of you,
and bring life to the world.
Amen.

remarkable

Gospel is a

Today’s
experience of the power of faith. On

another occasion Jesus said that faith can
move a mountain, but few, even of his
closest disciples really believed it. Once
again we see the beauty of the
relationship between Jesus and the two
sisters, Martha and Mary. True to form,
it is Martha who rushes off to meet Jesus,
and Martha who stays behind. At first it
seems that Jesus doesn’t want to perform
any miracle, but when he sees the grief of
the sisters he is moved to tears. This is an
important element in this episode. Jesus
is not just some cool, detached divine
being who is insulated from human
feelings of grief and sadness. He weeps,
and then he prays to the Father to ask for
Lazarus to be brought back to life. When

we are suffering, especially from the loss

Q{ The Sacrament of the Present Moment* })

there with us.

EVANGELII GAUDIUM
(JOY OF THE GOSPEL)

EVANGELIZATION
UNITY PREVAILS OVER CONFLICT

230. The message of peace is not about a
negotiated settlement but rather the
conviction that the unity brought by the
Spirit can harmonize every diversity. It
overcomes every conflict by creating a new
and promising synthesis. Diversity is a
beautiful thing when it can constantly
enter into a process of reconciliation and
seal a sort of cultural covenant resulting in
a “reconciled diversity”. As the bishops of
“Our ethnic
It is only in unity,

the Congo have put it
diversity is our wealth. ..
through conversion of hearts and
reconciliation, that we will be able to help
our country to develop on all levels”.184

184 Comit ¢ Permanent De La Conférence Episcopale Natiati
onale Du Congo, Message sur la situation sécuriaaire dans le pays
(5 December 2012), 11.

WHAT IS GRACE?

Grace is God’s will at work in us, We
don’t need to learn a lot of theology to
live out this truth. People who want to
explain everything theoretically are like
sick doctors trying to cure patients who
are perfectly healthy!

Doing God’s will in the day to day of
life means being like patients who take a
prescribed medicine without knowing
how it works. All that is known is that
they get better.

If you are thirsty — drink! It’s no use

reading books about drinking — that
won’t quench your thirst!

When we long for holiness, thinking
about holiness and reading about
holiness isn’t the answer.

To be holy we must accept all that God
sends us and all God requires of us
moment by moment.

When we follow the divine will we are
in tune with grace; thus our souls will
grow and flourish whether we can
account for what is happening or not.

*Jean Pierre de Caussade’s Self-Abandonment to Divine Providence for everyone by Elizabeth Ruth Obbard
and published by New City ISBN: 978-1-905039-11-1
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